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Captain Angus Buchanan VC MC
11th August 1894 — 1st March 1944




So, who was Angus Buchanan?

It all began in Monmouth in 1881 when Dr. Peter
Buchanan married Hannah Allen Williams, taking on five
children from a previous marriage. Together they had
two sons, Angus, and Hugh.

Angus went on to become a rather reluctant local
household name and to this day is remembered for his
service to not only his country but to the community he
loved and called home, Coleford in the Forest of Dean.

Having spent his early years at St. John’s School
Coleford, then Monmouth School, he went on to study
at Jesus College, Oxford, on a Welsh Classical
Scholarship, before breaking from his studies of Classics
to join the army in 1914. His tutor would later say that
Angus never really got the subject!

He was just 19 and starting on his life’s journey.

On 7th January 1916, aged 21, in his rank of Lieutenant in
the 4th Battalion South Wales Borderers, where he
fought in Gallipoli, he was awarded the Military Cross.

At the time this was the 2" highest military decoration
in the British Armed Services.

On 5th April 1916, Angus, in his role of temporary
Captain, selflessly saved the lives of two comrades whilst
also being wounded, under heavy fire in Mesopotamia.

His outstanding valour, was noted and
Angus was awarded the highest and
most prestigious award of the British
Honors System for Gallantry, The
Victoria Cross.

For time served and availability of rank, he rose to the
rank of Captain.

During WW1 the Victoria Cross was awarded to 627
deserving recipients. Angus’s Victoria Cross is currently
on display at the Lord Ashcroft Victoria Cross Collection
at the Imperial War Museum, London.

In July of the same year, The Russian
army awarded Angus the Order of St.
Vladimir 4th Class (with Swords) for
his most conspicuous bravery shown
on April 5t 1916.

On 13 February 1917, Angus’s life was changed forever,
when he was shot in his right temple by a Turkish
snipper. He was removed to Casualty Clearing and then
to India. Medics saved his life but were unable to save
his sight. His military career was over. He hailed his
survival to that of his loyal Batman, Private Mark Perry.

On 8t" November, at a ceremony at Durdham Downs,
Bristol, Angus was presented with his Military Cross and
Victoria Cross by King George V.

You can view this occasion at; ROYAL VISIT TO BRISTOL
AND BATH - INVESTITURE AT DURHAM (DURDHAM) DOWNS
- British Pathé (britishpathe.com)

During his service, he was also awarded the 1915 Star,
the British War Medal, and the Victory Medal.

J N L Baker from Oxford University was quoted as saying,
“This cruel blow did not daunt him, he came back to
Oxford determined to be an ordinary undergraduate.
Every branch of college life he followed with great
interest and intimate knowledge.”

His nickname, on returning to Oxford in 1921, having
learnt Braille, was “Buchanan the Undergraduate
vc”.

Angus became very good friends with T.E. Lawrence,
(better known as Lawrence of Arabia) a fellow
Alumnus, who was also a war hero in his own right.
Away from the applause they were able to lay aside
their heroic personas.

In naming “The Buchanan Tower Room” in Oxford
University, they have ensured that one of their most
courageous former students is remembered by
generations of students to come.

In January 1921, he unveiled a war memorial in
tribute to the 76 Old Boys who lost their lives in
World War 1, in the old Junior Common Room, now
known as the “War Memorial Room”.

He had a successful career in Oxford as a solicitor
before returning to Coleford where he continued to
practice until he retired.

The local community wanted to bestow a lasting
tribute to Angus and on asking what form he would
like this to take, he said a play area for children to
play in safely

He is currently the only UK holder of the Victoria
Cross to have a recreational park named after him!

Can you spot the initials set out in large stones in the
garden to your right opposite the play area as you
pass through the gates?



